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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This study has been prepared for the Salmon River Greenway Corridor Community Enhancement Plan Steering Committee with funding provided by the New York Department of State Quality Communities Demonstration Program, at the request of the Oswego County Department of Planning and Community Development. This study provides accurate, current information on existing natural and commercial resources within the Salmon River Greenway Corridor (SRGC), and the six municipalities that comprise the SRGC. Opportunities for commercial growth have been explored that will enhance the sustained economic development along the Greenway Corridor, while protecting the non-renewable natural resources of the River. 

The purpose of this sustainable economic development1 plan is to provide direction to SRGC decision makers as they work to maintain the intricate balance between preserving and protecting the unique natural resources of the Greenway Corridor while maximizing year-round tourism and recreational development and economic and social growth in the SRGC. 

The goals are to: 

1. Provide diversified, year-round recreation in the Salmon River Greenway Corridor 

1A definition of “sustainable development” was first published by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature in 1980, and expressed by the World Commission on Environment and Development in 1987 as ‘development that meets the needs for the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.’ (Markandya, Harou, Bellu & Cistulli, 2002) Various researchers began adding to the framework for a definition, and in 1990 suggested that; “no future generation be worse off than a present generation.” Over the past 10 years, authors on the subject have shown how the planning for sustainable development must use the combined skill of environmental scientists, sociologists and economists, in order to ensure that planning for resource conservation is balanced to protect our biosphere’s reproductive capacity. For the SRGC, the resource that must be conserved to “sustain” economic development is the River’s water quality, which in turn involves conservation practices along the riverfront, and its tributaries. Without the ecology of the River, the SRGC cannot sustain the type of economy that can grow around the fishery and tourism. Even a Plan to maintain the “status-quo” will require conservation of the River, if the local economy is to sustain itself. 
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2. Promote a broad based economy focused on protecting and enhancing the Salmon River’s resources 

3. Enhance the quality of life for residents and future generations of the Greenway Corridor. 

Economic growth and long-term fiscal stability for the towns and villages of the SRGC must be founded in the rural and small town character of the population and their traditional commercial interests. Many studies performed by, for, and in Oswego County SRGC communities in order to protect the County show that the majority of economic activity along the Salmon River is tied to the river. Clearly, it is incumbent that the broad coalition of individuals, agencies and interested parties involved to date in the planning of the SRGC recognize this focus as future economic planning occurs. Accordingly, this study sets as its background a review of the demographics of the SRGC communities, and then explores the existing commercial interests and land use inventories. 

Implementing the recommendations and alternatives presented in this study requires a partnership and participation of everyone who benefits from, or whose actions and decisions impact upon the SRGC. Such cooperation implies a “buying” into a “shared vision” of the long-range goals and objectives of the resources and coordinated planning and implementation for appropriate land use and infrastructure development. However, each town and village represents its own unusual conditions and therefore some independence in local management is recommended. From this research it is evident that many initiatives for development are already in place but no consensus has been reached as to what this shared vision is. Furthermore, not all of these recommendations can be taken on at one time and need to be prioritized in order to be successful. While it is in the scope of this document to provide recommendations to assist the steering committee in making balanced and controlled decisions as to the development of sectors in the SRGC, the fiscal analysis necessary to support prioritization is beyond the scope of work. 

Organizations for promoting the SRGC are already in place in the form of: 

1. The 454-mile New York State Seaway Trail (a not-for-profit program advertised on TV and in region publications, and available on the web at www.NYByways.com or www.seawaytrail.com) 

2. Oswego County’s Department of Promotion and Tourism publications (on the web at www.co.oswego.ny.us/tourism/) 

3. The State of New York’s I Love NY promotions (on the web at www.iloveny.com/main.asp and www.CNYSummer.com and www.CNYSummer.com) 

4. Tughill Tomorrow’s promotional and recreational site of the Tug Hill Region (on the web at www.VisitTugHill.com.) 

5. Chamber of Commerce and Business Publications from organizations such as Tughill Tomorrow, Pulaski Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce, Altmar-Albion Business Association and Cornell Cooperative Extension. 

This research has focused not only on original research but also on a compilation of the vast amount of secondary data already available and research performed to date in the SRGC. Original research has focused on viable alternatives for sustainable economic development in the SRGC. 

The Salmon River Greenway Committee is now seeking to guide the towns and villages of the SRGC in planning their own future. What are the choices? The attraction of heavy industry with large numbers of jobs is not realistic, and runs counter to protecting the river. The likelihood is small that the Greenway Corridor will become involved in any form of “suburban sprawl” or extensive residential development. So, the remaining choice is to enrich the tourist and destination opportunities, and to plan development with the river and other recreation foremost in the list of priorities. This Plan also recommends dovetailing environmental education with the area’s recreational opportunities, taking advantage of the ecological and cultural identity of the River. An 
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important part of this study is to promote a rediscovery of the River and a better understanding of how it can contribute to the SRGC quality of life and the vitality of those towns located at its banks.
